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The  Southern  Illinois  Conservation  Ser¬ 
vice  Center  is  the  place  to  contact  if  you 

—  need  help  with  any  conservation  re¬ 
lated  problem  in  Southern  Illinois 

—  seek  statewide  and  local  recreational 
information 

—  desire  a  license  or  permit  application 

The  people  .there  will  be  happy  to  help 
you.  Please  call  or  visit 

Southern  Illinois  Conservation 
Service  Center 
Department  of  Conservation 
P.O.  Box  D 

Benton,  Illinois  62812 
Phone:  618/435-8138 

(The  office  is  located  2  miles  north  of 
Benton  on  Route  37.) 


The  Service  Center  is  comprised  of  the 
following  counties: 


Information  is  also  available  about  the 
other  regions  of  the  state. 


CONSERVATION  SERVICES 


The  preservation,  conservation  and  en¬ 
hancement  of  Illinois'  natural  and 
cultural  resources  are  the  responsibility 
of  the  Department  of  Conservation.  The 
Department  is  the  largest  land  manage¬ 
ment  agency  in  Illinois,  administering 
more  than  284,000  acres  of  land.  To 
improve  conservation  services  to  the 
public,  5  regional  offices  have  been  set 
up  at  Rock  Falls,  Spring  Grove,  Alton, 
Champaign  and  Benton.  These  offices 
contain  foresters,  wildlife  and  fish 
biologists,  land  managers  and  conserva¬ 
tion  police  officers.  Cooperative  plan¬ 
ning  and  management  will  be  done  by 
these  regional  specialists  with  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  involvement  from  Springfield. 

The  services  and  programs  that  are 
available  through  the  Southern  Illinois 
Conservation  Service  Center  at  Benton 
include  the  followi 

PUBLIC  LAND 
MANAGEMENT 
DIVISION 

Aside  from  the  physical  development  of 
the  public  land  in  this  region,  the 
Division  provides  recreational  and  activi¬ 
ty  programming  at  the  sites.  As  both  the 
stress  of  life  and  the  availability  of 
leisure  increases,  more  people  than  ever 
before  are  turning  to  outdoor  recreation 
as  a  form  of  relaxation.  The  Division's 
goal  is  not  only  to  provide  these 
relaxation  opportunities,  but  also  to  help 
people  relate  to  their  natural  and 
cultural  environment. 

There  are  over  31  actively  managed  land 
units  in  this  region,  including  12  state 
parks,  5  conservation  areas,  4  wildlife 
refuges  and  10  nature  preserves.  A 
variety  of  activities  and  facilities  are 


available,  such  as  camping,  picnicking, 
fishing,  boating,  hunting,  hiking,  horse¬ 
back  riding,  field  trials,  bird  watching, 
wildlife  photography  and  tours  for 
various  school  groups. 

Information  on  facilities  is  available  at 
the  regional  headquarters.  Detailed 
information  on  specific  sites  (such  as 
arrangements  for  school  tours)  are 
handled  by  the  respective  site  managers. 
The  sale  of  hunting  licenses  and 
application  forms  for  permits  are  also 
provided  at  the  headquarters. 

Public  Land  Management's  regional  staff 
consists  of  a  Regional  Land  Manager  and 
Assistant  Regional  Land  Manager  (both 
located  at  Benton),  and  23  site  managers 
who  supervise  1  or  more  individual  land 
units. 


FISHERIES 
DIVISION 

Responsible  for  the  sport  and  commer¬ 
cial  fishery  of  the  state,  the  Fisheries 
Division  provides  more  and  better  fishing 
by  research,  information  and  manage¬ 
ment.  Fishing  results  in  many  Illinois 
lakes  and  ponds  have  improved  greatly  as 
a  result  of  the  fish  biologists  efforts. 

Fisheries  management  involves  the  fol¬ 
io  wing  acti vi ties: 

—  Aquatic  vegetation  control,  fish  popu¬ 
lation  analyses,  rehabilitation  of  fish 
populations,  pollution  fish  kill  investiga¬ 
tions. 

—  Fish  stocking  (fingerling  largemouth 
bass,  bluegill  and  redear  sunfish)  for  new 
or  rehabilitated  lakes  and  ponds  open  to 
public  fishing.  Sale  of  these  fish  to 
organizational  and  private  owners.  A  list 


of  private  fish  dealers  who  sell  fish 
species  not  offered  by  state  hatcheries  is 
available. 

—  Free  publications  on  fish-pond  man¬ 
agement,  aquatic  weed  control,  pond 
construction,  fish  identification  and  the 
life  history  information  on  the  more 
common  fishes  in  the  state.  A  public 
fishing  guide  listing  state  and  public 
waters,  their  location,  size,  depth,  fishes 
present  and  facilities  is  also  available. 

Although  state  and  public  waters  have 
top  priority,  assistance  on  fishery  related 
problems  will  be  given  to  private  and 
non-public  owners  of  waters  as  work 
loads  permit.  This  assistance  may  be  via 
correspondence  or  specially  prepared 
literature,  as  field  inspections  are  not 
possible  or  practical  in  all  cases. 

Fisheries'  regional  staff  consists  of  1 
Regional  Fisheries  Biologist  (located  at 
Benton);  4  District  Fisheries  Biologists 
located  at  Vandalia,  Murphysboro,  Ob¬ 
long,  and  Fairfield;  and  1  Conservation 
Resource  Assistant. 

FORESTRY  DIVISION 

Maintaining  and  improving  the  forest 
resource  in  order  to  achieve  increased 
multiple-use  benefits  and  environmental 
enhancement  is  the  goal  of  the  Forestry 
Division. 

There  are  5  major  programs  in  the 
Forestry  Division: 

Fire  Protection 

Agreements  are  made  with  cooperating 
fire  organizations,  Federal  GSA  equip¬ 
ment  for  use  by  rural  fire  organizations 
is  screened  and  obtained.  Special  burning 
permits  are  issued.  Aerial  detection, 
supervision  and  reports  on  wild  fires  as 
they  occur. 
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Forest  Management 

Proper  management  techniques  are  re¬ 
commended  for  both  public  and  private 
lands.  Woodland  inventories  are  kept, 
timber  stands  are  marked  for  improve¬ 
ments  and  cutting.  Assist  in  securing 
proper  market  outlets. 

Reforestation  Advice 

Assistance  is  given  to  the  landowner  on 

desirable  species  of  trees,  on  the 

mechanics  of  planting  and  on  plantation 

management. 

Forest  Products  Operators  and  Industries 

The  Division  administers  the  Timber 
Buyers  Licensing  Act,  encourages  and 
improves  market  outlets,  assists  in 
finding  a  source  of  timber  for  harvesting 
and  helps  to  improve  mill  operations. 

Urban  and  Environmental 

Assist  rural  communities  by  providing 
council  and  guidance  on  individual  tree 
problems  and  prospects. 

Forestry's  regional  staff  consists  of  1 
Regional  Forester  (located  at  Benton);  6 
District  Foresters  located  at  Harrisburg, 
Feme  Clyffe  State  Park,  Murphysboro, 
Fairfield,  Stephen  A.  Forbes  State  Park 
and  Olney;  and  8  Forestry  Technicians. 


WILDLIFE 

RESOURCES 

DIVISION 


Illinois  wildlife  populations  reflect  the 
changes  in  the  environment  which  are 
brought  about  by  intensive  farming, 
urbanization  and  industrialization. 
Through  the  Division's  efforts,  however, 
species  which  were  nearly  extinct  in 
Illinois  in  the  early  1900's  —  such  as 
deer,  wild  turkey,  grouse  and  beaver  — 
have  been  re-established. 


Wildlife  management  involves  the  follow¬ 
ing  activities: 

—  Acres  for  Wildlife:  The  landowner 
enrolls  in  a  program  designed  to  preserve 
existing  good  quality  wildlife  habitat  on 
private  land.  The  enrollee  receives  a 
certificate,  shoulder  patches  and  signs 
for  his  land. 

—  Roadside  Seeding:  A  program,  initi¬ 
ated  in  central  Illinois,  to  retain  and 
establish  additional  nesting  habitat  for 
pheasants  along  county  roadways. 

—  Land  Counseling:  Wildlife  managers 
provide  information  to  maintain  and/or 
restore  optimum  quality  wildlife  habitats 
which  results  in  sufficient  populations  of 
wildlife  to  provide  public  hunting, 
viewing  and  photography.  Private  land 
counseling  is  provided  as  work  loads 
permit. 

—  Public  Hunting  Areas:  Seven  pheasant, 
one  duck  and  two  goose  areas  provide 
hunting  on  a  permit  basis.  In  addition, 
many  other  department  lands  are  open 
to  upland  game,  deer  and  waterfowl 
hunting.  The  Wildlife  Division  manages 
these  areas  during  the  hunting  season. 

—  Game  Farms:  Two  game  farms  are 
managed  to  provide  pheasants  for 
put-and-take  areas,  birds  for  use  on  field 
trials  and  cooperative  chick  programs. 

—  Field  Trials  Shooting  Preserves:  Field 
trial  activities  are  coordinated  on  Depart¬ 
ment  lands.  Shooting  preserves  are 
licensed  and  monitored. 

Waterfowl,  forest  game  and  upland  game 
populations  are  continuously  monitored 
and  studied  by  wildlife  biologists.  The 
impact  to  the  environment  of  any 
construction  or  mining  operations  is 
closely  scrutinized  and  reported. 


Wildlife  Resource's  regional  staff  consists 
of  1  Regional  Wildlife  Manager  (located 
at  Benton);  and  4  District  Wildlife 
Managers,  located  at  Anna,  Mt.  Vernon, 
Salem  and  Sumner. 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT  DIVISION 

The  Conservation  Police  Officer  has  the 
responsibility  to  enforce  the  following: 

Game  and  Fish  Codes; 

Boat  Act; 

Timber  Buyers  Act; 

Snowmobile  Act; 

Endangered  Species  Protection  Act; 
Forest  Fire  Protection  Districts  Act; 

Citizen  Security  on  all  State-owned 
property  within  Region  V; 

Search,  rescue  and  body  recovery  opera¬ 
tion  on  ail  waters  within  Region  V;  and 
Natural  disaster  and  flood  relief  as 
prescribed  by  Illinois  Civil  Defense  Act. 

Although  law  enforcement  is  its  prime 
responsibility,  the  Division  meets  a 
variety  of  needs  for  the  public.  Arrange¬ 
ments  may  be  made  through  this  office 
for  instructional  classes  in  hunter  safety. 
These  classes  are  available  to  schools, 
sportsman  clubs  and  organized  youth 
groups.  Although  classes  concerning 
boating  safety  are  organized  through  the 
Springfield  central  office,  preliminary 
information  on  these  classes  is  available 
here. 

Law  Enforcement's  regional  staff  in¬ 
cludes  1  Regional  Lieutenant  (located  at 
Benton),  3  District  Sargents  and  26 
Police  Officers.  A  Public  Information 
Officer,  who  is  available  for  speaking 
engagements,  is  located  at  Benton. 
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